During the year 1983/84 M. B. was attached to our training practice at Fowey. As one of his projects he analysed the consultations he held during his trainee year. He devised his own classification of diseases and the total number of cases seen in the year was as follows: 
This suggested that MB had seen a wide spectrum of general practice during his year as a trainee. FDS was asked to take part in the audit for one week when the cases seen were also divided into acute and chronic conditions. During this week FDS saw 88 patients, 42 with acute conditions and 46 cases with chronic illness whereas MB saw 67 patients (38 acute and 29 chronic). The analysis of the cases are shown in Table 2 . Table  3 . Although these are gross in comparison with the latest RCGP classification of diseases they were thought to be adequate for our purposes. The decision to conduct the audit over the year was made to ensure that seasonal variations were assessed to further validate our procedure. A simple spread sheet was used to store data (Mini Office 11).
RESULTS
The results are shown below in tabular form. The figures have been expresed as percentages of the total number of patients seen. The age audit is shown in Table 4 and shows the expected result that the trainee was seeing rather more of the younger population although there was a marked difference between the early months and the later months when the figures for October are compared with the total seen over the years by FDS. 
